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			RACISM CREATED RACE: RACE IS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCT

	In the United States, race has been created to divide people who have always shared more commonalities than differences. Race has been used by white supremacists to target and dehumanize groups, such as African Americans and Latinos or Hispanic Americans, who are biologically related to them. Race has been used by white supremacists throughout American history as a lie to maintain a certain class system. Race rests on superficial and perceived distinctions, such as skin color and facial features. It often contradicts genetics, ancestry, and science because the latter three reveal historical truths that previously separated populations have since united and produced offspring. However, these mixed offspring (who are largely African American and Latino) have historically been labeled based on their African American and Native American ancestry, and their European ancestry has been ignored by societal established rules about race (such as the one drop rule). Even groups that do no not have European ancestry are linked because all people come from one “race” and share common origins in Africa. Also, even humans of different continental populations which have remained separated throughout history still share most of the same genome. White supremacists, from slave owners and overseers to segregationists, from segregationists to the alt-right, have all told a revisionist version of American history. This revisionism is a history of whiteness which has never existed. Ironically, specific groups of Europeans considered themselves different “races” than other Europeans before meeting other alleged racial groups such as Native Americans and Africans. Certain people that are commonly considered white in the United States and in Europe in the present day were not always considered “white” by other white people. 
	In the Southern United States, many white conservatives have placed importance on family values. This way of life has been carried into the white American consciousness that a stable family structure and heritage is fundamental to what it means to be a white person in America. However, these same white Americans have failed time and time again to treat all their relatives with respect and human dignity. For example, Thomas Jefferson, renowned as one of the greatest Presidents and lauded as being one of the country’s greatest thinkers, fathered several children with his slave, Sally Hemings.[footnoteRef:1] A black slave girl named Celia was bought by a white plantation owner, Robert Newsom, in Missouri circa 1950. Newsom incessantly assaulted and raped Celia, who was a child of fourteen years when Newsom initially forced himself on her.[footnoteRef:2] Newsom impregnated her at least twice within several years of assaults.[footnoteRef:3][footnoteRef:4] “[Newsom’s] rape of Celia was no isolated incident.”[footnoteRef:5] Despite Celia telling Newsom’s daughters of their father’s licentious actions and directly warning Newsom to stop the assaults, Newsom continued to violate her.[footnoteRef:6] After Celia was forced to kill Newsom in self-defense, she was tried in court and found guilty, with the punishment of hanging.[footnoteRef:7] The law had decided that her body was not her own, and was instead the property of her white master. Many white people only accepted those who looked like them as family and disregarded the relatives who did not resemble them. As the great American author James Baldwin once wrote, “The truth is this country does not know what to do with its black population…Americans can’t face the fact that I am flesh of their flesh.”[footnoteRef:8] In his documentary Baldwin’s Nigger, James Baldwin says, “Every black American is visibly no longer a Negro…we know what happened, and we know who had the whip. And it wasn’t my grandmother who raped anybody.”[footnoteRef:9][footnoteRef:10] Indeed, as Henry Louis Gates notes from a 2006 DNA study from the geneticist Dr. Mark D. Shriver,  [1: Demczuk, Gabriella; Stockman, Farah. “Monticello Is Done Avoiding Jefferson’s Relationship with Sally Hemings.” The New York Times, 16 June 2018, www.nytimes.com/2018/06/16/us/sally-hemings-exhibit-monticello.html]  [2:  Enslaved Women in America: An Encyclopedia. Daina Ramey Berry, Deleso A. Alford. 2012. p 23.]  [3:  Race on Trial: Law and Justice in American History. P 49-51. Annette Gordon Reed. Oxford University Press. 2002. P 49-51.]  [4:  Alford, Deleso A., and Daina Ramey Berry. Enslaved Women in America: An Encyclopedia. Greenwood, 2012 . p 23.]  [5:  McLaurin, Melton Alonza. Celia a Slave. University of Georgia Press. 2011, 1991. p 21. ]  [6:  Alford, Deleso A., and Daina Ramey Berry. Enslaved Women in America: an Encyclopedia. Greenwood, 2012. p xxviii.]  [7:  Ibid. p 23. ]  [8:  https://www.commondreams.org/views/2017/02/20/james-baldwin-and-meaning-whiteness . Common Dreams. Chris Hedges. James Baldwin and the meaning of Whiteness. Monday, February 20, 2017.]  [9:  BFI Screenonline: Baldwin's Nigger (1969), www.screenonline.org.uk/film/id/480522/index.html.  Screenonline.com. ]  [10:  Baldwin, James. Gregory, Dick. “Baldwin’s Nigger.” Youtube, uploaded by I Love Ancestry.  22 Jan. 2014, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zkWshZRm-M ] 

· “58 percent of African Americans have at least 12.5 percent European ancestry (equivalent of one great-grandparent).
· 19.6 percent of African Americans have at least 25 percent European ancestry (equivalent of one grandparent). 
· 1 percent of African Americans have at least 50 percent European ancestry (equivalent of one parent).”[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  Gates, Henry Louis. In Search of Our Roots: How 19 Extraordinary African Americans Reclaimed Their Past. Skyhorse Publishing, 2009, 2017. p 21.] 

This DNA study substantiates that almost all African Americans have some European heritage. Gates details that most of the white ancestry that black Americans have stems from “the terrible sexual exploitation, rape, and cajoling, etcetera, by white masters of black women” and says that “black people and white people are just alike…and that’s true at the level of the genome.”[footnoteRef:12] A 2015 study by the geneticist Katarzyna Bryc and her team at 23andMe reveals that “Genome wide ancestry estimates of African Americans show average proportions of 73.2% African, 24.0% European, and 0.8% Native American ancestry.”[footnoteRef:13] The study shows that the DNA in black Americans originates predominantly through “greater male European and female African contributions.”[footnoteRef:14] Several other genetic DNA companies have done studies which have further corroborated the extent of admixture that African Americans have:  [12:  Madison, Joe; Gates, Henry Louis Jr. “African Americans are genetically 20% European…-Joe Madison | The Black Eagle.” Youtube, uploaded by Joe Madison. 3 Feb. 2014. https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=roVf2P-XJ2s . ]  [13:  Bryc, Katarzyna et al. “The Genetic Ancestry of African Americans, Latinos, and European Americans across the United States.” American Journal of Human Genetics vol 96(1), 2015, pp. 37-53. NCBI, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4289685/ ]  [14:  Ibid.] 

“According to Ancestry.com, the average African American is 65 percent sub-Saharan African, 29 percent European, and 2 percent Native American. According to Family Tree DNA.com, the average African American is 72.95 percent sub-Saharan African, 22.83 percent European, and 1.7 percent Native American. According to National Geographic’s Genographic Project, the average African American is 80 percent sub-Saharan African, 19 percent European and 1 percent Native American. According to AfricanDNA…the average African American is 79 percent sub-Saharan African, 19 percent European and 2 percent Native American.”[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Gates, Henry Louis. “Exactly How 'Black' Is Black America?” The Root, 11 Feb. 2013, www.theroot.com/exactly-how-black-is-black-america-1790895185/amp. 12:32 a.m. ] 

Gates also notes that “virtually none of the African Americans tested by these DNA companies is inferred to be 100 percent sub-Saharan African”,[footnoteRef:16] which sheds light on the extensive nature of sexual coercion practiced by white men during the time and the revelation that nearly every African American in the modern day is mixed to some degree. One of the reasons these scientific studies are important to the American people is because they reveal the power structure relationships of slave owners, overseers, and the sons of slave owners towards black women. Many history books and historical texts have omitted this. Although it is also true that many historians and historical texts are now beginning to acknowledge the truth about the rape of black women by white supremacists, this acknowledgement is not extensive enough to where it is being taught regularly in schools.[footnoteRef:17]  [16:  Ibid. ]  [17:  Turner, Cory. “Why Schools Fail To Teach Slavery's 'Hard History'.” NPR, NPR, 4 Feb. 2018, www.npr.org/sections/ed/2018/02/04/582468315/why-schools-fail-to-teach-slaverys-hard-history ] 

Latino Americans, meanwhile, have “18.0% Native American ancestry, 65.1 % European ancestry, and 6.2% African ancestry.”[footnoteRef:18] Like African Americans, Latino Americans have a triracial ancestry. However, just like African Americans, Latino Americans are a diverse group within themselves. Most Latino Americans are Mexican[footnoteRef:19], and thus have a higher rate of Native American ancestry. However, other groups, such as Brazilians, Puerto Ricans and Dominicans have a much higher percentage of African ancestry than Native American on average.[footnoteRef:20][footnoteRef:21] In an interview between geneticist Neil Risch and Ta-Nehisi Coates, Professor Risch says that  [18:  Bryc, Katarzyna et al. “The Genetic Ancestry of African Americans, Latinos, and European Americans across the United States.” American Journal of Human Genetics vol 96(1), 2015, pp. 37-53. NCBI, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4289685/ ]  [19:  Flores, Antonio. “How the U.S. Hispanic Population Is Changing.” Pew Research Center, Pew Research Center, 18 Sept. 2017, www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/09/18/how-the-u-s-hispanic-population-is-changing/. ]  [20:   Vilar, Miguel. “Genographic Project DNA Results Reveal Details of Puerto Rican History.” National Geographic Society Newsroom, 17 June 2018, blog.nationalgeographic.org/2014/07/25/genographic-project-dna-results-reveals-details-of-puerto-rican-history/.]  [21:  Moreno-Estrada, Andres et al. “Reconstructing the Population Genetic History of the Caribbean.” 2013. PLOS Genetics. PLOS, https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/article?id=10.1371/journal.pgen.1003925 ] 

“I believe it is inaccurate to refer to African Americans as a race or racial group (much as it is similarly inappropriate to refer to Latinos that way)… African Americans typically have European as well as African ancestry (and possibly other ancestries as well) and are also culturally distinct from Africans.  Sort of similar to Latinos - who from a genetic ancestry standpoint can be nearly anything.”[footnoteRef:22]  [22:  Coates, Ta-Nehisi. “Race, Intelligence, and Genetics For Curious Dummies.” The Atlantic, Atlantic Media Company, 23 May 2013, www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2013/05/race-intelligence-and-genetics-for-curious-dummies/276154/. ] 


If these Latinos with black ancestry were in America, many of them would racially be considered “black”. Latinos are considered an ethnic group instead of a racial group because of their diverse ancestry, and many identify as white. However, African Americans also have a diverse ancestry, yet (most) identify themselves and were historically identified solely on any amount of black blood that they had. The reason for this disparity is explained by Henry Louis Gates in his book, Black in Latin America, “[t]he descendants of slaves brought to Latin and South America…don’t identify as white or black the way many Americans do. In Brazil, there are 134 categories of blackness to describe someone of African descent.”[footnoteRef:23] Brazil has more people of African descent than the United States does, and received nearly 5 million slaves during the period from 1502 to 1886 while America received 450,000 African people during that time.[footnoteRef:24] Despite Brazil’s larger number of people with African ancestry, the majority of these people do not consider themselves black, and underwent a “whitening” process, which was in many ways the reverse of the one drop rule that took place here in the United States.[footnoteRef:25] Many people who look “black” in Latin America have identified as white, while many people who look “white” in the United States have historically identified and still identify as black. For example, Ta-Nehisi Coates notes in his article for The Atlantic, “The Social Construction of Race”, that “What you check on your census form in America is a product of social context. Social context is why our concept of race doesn’t translate, to, say, Brazil.”[footnoteRef:26] Therefore race is shown to be heavily reliant on varying systems from myriad geographical locations, and is in many ways antithetical to genetics. Martin Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm X, both among the most prominent and influential leaders in the United States during the Civil Rights era, had ancestry from Ireland and Scotland, respectively. Martin Luther King, Jr. was discovered to have paternal Irish ancestry (through DNA testing of his son Martin Luther King III),[footnoteRef:27][footnoteRef:28][footnoteRef:29] and Malcolm X’s maternal grandfather was from Scotland.[footnoteRef:30] Muhammad Ali, a prominent civil rights activist and the greatest heavyweight boxer of all time,[footnoteRef:31][footnoteRef:32] had Irish, English, and Malagasy ancestry[footnoteRef:33][footnoteRef:34][footnoteRef:35][footnoteRef:36]. Benjamin Jealous, the former head of the NAACP, was born to a white father and a black mother, but his DNA test showed that he was “80 percent European and only 18 percent sub-Saharan African.”[footnoteRef:37] However, Jealous still identified as black even after the test. He primarily defines himself by the definition of the government regulations from the state he was raised in: “The only definitions that exist are anachronistic state laws. The U.S. census doesn’t have definitions, you could define yourself as whatever you want…My family is from Virginia, and the law on the books was if you were 1/32 African, you were black. Black is the inclusive definition; white is the exclusive definition.”[footnoteRef:38] If Benjamin Jealous was raised in Brazil, it would be difficult to imagine that he would feel the same way and identify as black. Perhaps Jealous would be considered Pardo (mixed), or maybe even white. Jealous has more European ancestry than some people who identify themselves as white in Brazil (and even in the United States), but he further clarifies: “There’s nothing about saying you’re black that denies European heritage. Being black in this country almost from the beginning -- slaves were raped on the slave ships coming over -- included European heritage..”[footnoteRef:39] Likewise, former U.S. President, Barack Obama (descended from a white mother and a Kenyan Father) considers himself black, as he acknowledges, “[P]art of my understanding of race is that it’s more of a social construct than a biological reality.”[footnoteRef:40] Brazil underwent a whitening process which was the opposite of the United States’ one drop rule, in which some black ancestry defined and restricted people as black. Thus, race is clearly a concept that changes greatly depending on location by continent, country, and even cities. [23:  Gates, Henry Louis. “What It Means To Be 'Black In Latin America'.” NPR, 27 July 2011, www.npr.org/2011/07/27/138601410/what-it-means-to-be-black-in-latin-america. ]  [24:  Ibid.]  [25:  Ibid.]  [26:  The Social Construction of Race. Ta-Nehisi Coates. May 17, 2013.  https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2013/05/the-social-construction-of-race/275974/ ]  [27:  Nelson, Alondra. The Social Life of DNA: Race, Reparations, and Reconciliation after the Genome. Beacon Press, 2016. p 160-161. ]  [28:  Honey, Michael Keith. To the Promised Land: Martin Luther King and the Fight for Economic Justice. W.W. Norton & Company., 2018.]  [29:  Burton, Nsenga. “AfricanAncestry.com Reveals Roots of MLK and Marcus Garvey.” The Root, 13 Jan. 2011, 9:56 A.M., www.theroot.com/africanancestry-com-reveals-roots-of-mlk-and-marcus-gar-1790862357.  ]  [30:  Burrow, Rufus, et al. Ethical Prophets along the Way: Those Hall of Famers. Cascade Books, 2020. p 139. ]  [31:  Bruce, Tyson. “The Ten Great Heavyweights of All Time.” BoxingInsider.com, 10 Jan. 2014, www.boxinginsider.com/columns/ten-great-heavyweights-time/. ]  [32:  Brookhouse, Brent. “The Greatest Heavyweight Boxers of the Past 50 Years: Where Do Muhammad Ali and Mike Tyson Rank?” CBSSports.com, 28 Apr. 2020, www.cbssports.com/boxing/news/the-greatest-heavyweight-boxers-of-the-past-50-years-where-do-muhammad-ali-and-mike-tyson-rank/. ]  [33:  Egerton, John. “Heritage of a Heavyweight.” The New York Times, 28 Sep. 1980, https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/books/98/10/25/specials/ali-heritage.html. ]  [34:  O'Dowd, Niall. “The Greatest, Muhammad Ali, Was Very Proud of His Irish Roots.” IrishCentral.com, 15 Sept. 2019, 6:00 AM, www.irishcentral.com/culture/muhammad-ali-proud-irish-roots.amp.]  [35:  O’ Shannon, Cathal; Ali, Muhammad. “Muhammad Ali-Wake Up and Apologize-1972.”  Youtube, uploaded by reelblack. 19 Mar. 2019. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8ZWZzt0bkQ]  [36: O’Shannon, Cahal; Muhammad. “Muhammad (Mohammed) Ali Interview in Ireland: July 1972 (FULL).” Youtube, uploaded by MrSayonara. 29 Oct. 2011. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8QWvBBMtRak&list=RDQMzJzMKP4S61l&index=18&app=desktop. ]  [37:  “Finding Your Roots: Benjamin Jealous Gets in Touch With His Revolutionary Heritage.” Ancestry.com, https://blogs.ancestry.com/cm/finding-your-roots-benjamin-jealous-gets-in-touch-with-his-revolutionary-heritage/amp/ ]  [38:  Morrison, Patt. “Benjamin Jealous: Mr. Rights.” Los Angeles Times, 20 June 2009, 12:00 AM, www.latimes.com/la-oe-morrison20-2009jun20-column.html. ]  [39:  Ibid.]  [40:  Coates, Ta-Nehisi. “'It's What We Do More Than What We Say': Obama on Race, Identity, and the Way Forward.” The Atlantic, Atlantic Media Company, 22 Dec. 2016, www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/12/ta-nehisi-coates-obama-transcript-iii/511475/. ] 

The argument from white supremacists and hatemongers like David Duke, Dylan Roof, and others who share the belief that black people are inherently different from white people reveals a deep ignorance and self-hatred. Roof’s claims that blacks were rapists (which he tried to use as an excuse to justify murdering several innocent black churchgoers) are false.[footnoteRef:41][footnoteRef:42] The truth is that the majority of rape and sexual assault has been committed by white supremacists, who have always deflected the crimes they have committed by blaming it on people of color. As corroborated through the copious genetic DNA studies cited in this essay, African Americans have white ancestry because white slave owners and supremacists raped black women and black girls. These series of assaults continued well into the era of Jim Crow. In 1944, Abbeville, Alabama, a 24-year-old young black woman, Recy Taylor, was gang raped by six white men on her way home from work.[footnoteRef:43]  None of her rapists were ever indicted.[footnoteRef:44] Endesha Ida Mae Holland, a black girl working as a babysitter for the Lawrence family, was sexually assaulted by the elder, white patriarch of the family, Mr. Lawrence, on her eleventh birthday (August 29, 1955). Mrs. Lawrence called Ida Mae into her husband’s room under the pretense that he wanted to wish her a happy birthday. Instead, Lawrence raped the girl and ignored her protests that he was hurting her.[footnoteRef:45] Annette Butler, a sixteen-year-old black girl from Tylertown, Mississippi, was kidnapped from her home, taken to the Bogue Chitto swamp, and raped by four white assailants on May 13, 1956.[footnoteRef:46]   [41:  Lane, Charles. “Opinion | What All Mass Shootings Have in Common.” The Washington Post, WP Company, 5 Aug. 2019,  https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/what-all-mass-shootings-have-in-common/2019/08/05/2fff25be-b790-11e9-a091-6a96e67d9cce_story.html . ]  [42: Coates, Ta-Nehisi. “Killing Dylann Roof.” The Atlantic, Atlantic Media Company, 26 May 2016, www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/05/dylann-roof-death-penalty/484274/.  ]  [43:  McGuire, Danielle L. At the Dark End of the Street: Black Women, Rape, and Resistance- a New History of the Civil Rights Movement from Rosa Parks to the Rise of Black Power. 1st ed. New York: Vintage Books, 2011. Print. Prologue: p xv, xvi, xvii, xviii.]  [44:  Howland, Daphne. “The Rape of Recy Taylor’ Reminds Us How Little Progress We’ve Made: The Film Looks at What Happened after an African American Woman Reported Her Brutal Attack in 1944.  https://www.villagevoice.com/2017/12/13/the-rape-of-recy-taylor-reminds-us-how-little-progress-weve-made/. ]  [45: McGuire, Danielle L. At the Dark End of the Street: Black Women, Rape, and Resistance- a New History of the Civil Rights Movement from Rosa Parks to the Rise of Black Power. 1st ed. New York: Vintage Books, 2011. Print. p 201-203.]  [46:  Ibid. p 140-143.] 

“On May 2, 1959, four white men in Tallahassee made a pact (as one of their friends testified in court later) to ‘go out and get a nigger girl’ and have an ‘all night party’. One assailant, Patrick Scarborough, used his shotgun to force two young black male students out of their car, while another assailant by the name of David Beagles forced their two black female friends at knifepoint. While the men were coerced into leaving, one of the female students was able to escape, leaving Betty Jean Owens alone with her attackers.  “Beagles pressed the switchblade to Owens’ throat and said, “We’ll let you go if you do what we want,” then forced her to her knees, slapped her as she sobbed, pushed her into the backseat of their blue Chevrolet, and drove to the edge of town, where he and his friends raped her several times.”[footnoteRef:47]  [47:  Ibid. p 160-161.] 

The police were also known to commit sexual assaults against black women, such as in 1962-63, a series of sexual assaults took place in southwest Georgia. “Faith Holsaert, an SNCC field secretary…was obscenely questioned by the police and fondled by officers during her booking” and was also “propositioned” by officers. Other black SNCC workers “were forced to strip to their panties and at least one girl was sexually assaulted.”[footnoteRef:48]  Despite most of the assault being committed by white men in the South, few white men were held responsible. Instead, black men were falsely accused as “part of a larger ‘system of intimidation’ designed to keep blacks subversive and submissive…white men used the protection of white womanhood to ‘justify their own barbarism.’”[footnoteRef:49] Likewise, white terrorists and supremacists such as Roof have used the lies of the black savage as a way to justify segregation, murder, and hatred of a group of people who themselves have been subjected to savagery, murder, and rape at the hands of white supremacists. Viola Liuzzo, an activist in the Civil Rights movement, paid with her life the cost of simply associating with black activists to produce a better social change. Liuzzo was a white woman traveling with a 19-year-old black man, Leroy Moton, helping to shuttle marchers in the movement back and forth from Montgomery to Selma on March 25. They were followed by a car of KKK members, where Liuzzo was gunned down, and Moton crashed the car into a ditch. The Klan saw so much blood on both Liuzzo and Moton that they believed they killed both, but Moton managed to survive.[footnoteRef:50] It is no coincidence that with the rise of Trump came the re-emergence of white (predominantly) male supremacy that feared black people. The idea of black people becoming white was never a problem in America because of the history of race, but the idea that white people could become the minority and that white people could then become black has proven too great a threat to the white consciousness. White supremacists’ fear that the world is becoming less white is not a fear based out of race. It is a fear originated from racism, because “[White supremacists] are dreaming of a world that has never existed.”[footnoteRef:51]  [48:  Ibid. p 197. ]  [49:   Ibid. prologue: p xviii.]  [50:  Ibid. p 224-226.]  [51:  Noah, Trevor. “Henry Louis Gates, Jr. - Discovering What Unites Everyone on ‘Finding Your Roots’ - Extended Interview - The Daily Show with Trevor Noah (Video Clip).” Comedy Central, The Daily Show, 30 Nov. 2017, www.cc.com/video-clips/wa4si6/thedaily-show-with-trevor-noah-henry louis-gates-jr----discovering-what-unites-everyone-on--finding-your-roots----extended-interview. ] 

Since race has little basis in genetics, this revelation corroborates that differences in IQ and other qualities cannot exist from race. As Coates discusses in his article “The Social Construction of Race”, despite being African American and having white ancestry (he links to an article that mentions the average African American having 21.9% European ancestry)[footnoteRef:52], he is equally black “as [someone] who immigrates from Kenya.” [footnoteRef:53]Although an immigrant from Kenya would not have the white ancestry that a black American has, blackness has often been defined in the U.S. as being all-encompassing. If you have any blackness, you are black. If one believes the racist idea that black people have lower IQs than whites, that belief would mean that an African American should be smarter than an African. However, intelligence and IQ are not derived from any characteristics from a perceived “racial” group. Brink Lindsey argues in The Atlantic,  [52:  Zakharia, Fouad et al. “Characterizing the admixed African ancestry of African Americans.” Genome Biology 10, article R41. 2009. Genome Biology, https://genomebiology.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/gb-2009-10-12-r141 ]  [53:  Coates, Ta-Nehisi. “The Social Construction of Race.” 17 May, 2013. https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2013/05/the-social-construction-of-race/275974/ .] 

“Among rich kids, good opportunities for developing the relevant cognitive skills are plentiful, so IQ differences are driven primarily by genetic factors. For less advantaged kids, though, test scores say more about the environmental deficits they face than they do about native ability. This then, shows the limits of IQ tests: Though the tests are good measures of skills relevant to success in American society, the scores are only a good indicator of relative intellectual ability for people who have been exposed to equivalent opportunities for developing those skills-and who actually have the motivation to try hard on the test. IQ tests are good measures of innate intelligence-if all other factors are held steady. But if IQ tests are being used to compare individuals of wildly different backgrounds, then the variable of innate intelligence is not being tested in isolation…Comparisons of IQ scores across ethnic groups, cultures, countries, or time periods founder on this basic problem: The cognitive skills that IQ tests assess are not used or valued to the same extent in all times and places.”[footnoteRef:54]  [54:  Lindsey, Brink. “Why People Keep Misunderstanding the 'Connection' Between Race and IQ.” The Atlantic, Atlantic Media Company, 15 May 2013, www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2013/05/why-people-keep-misunderstanding-the-connection-between-race-and-iq/275876/.] 

Thus, there are disadvantages that exist for African American, Hispanic, and other marginalized groups when taking IQ tests than when compared with whites. Brink writes that “American kids generally will have better opportunities to develop these skills than kids in, say, Mexico or Guatemala. And in America, the children of college-educated parents will have much better opportunities than working class kids.”[footnoteRef:55] Children of higher socioeconomic backgrounds have greater access to tools that aid in learning the skills that specifically tailor them for success in an American society. Since children of color do not have access to these tools as much as many white children do, naturally the IQ test results do not originate from nature or biology. Instead the difference between IQ arises from disadvantages that history and a discriminatory society have fostered for the success of one group and the perceived failure of all others. The meaning of intelligence, just as the meaning of “race”, has changed significantly with time. The skills that we value today were not as important in the past, and as Brink says “[F]or most people throughout history, intelligence would have taken the form of concrete practical knowledge of the resources and dangers present in the environment”, whereas today it is about “the possession of abstract theoretical knowledge and a facility for formal analytical rigor.”[footnoteRef:56] If the Hunter-Gatherers of South Africa placed a test based on intelligence for present day Americans to take, most of us would undoubtedly fail. Someone who excels in analytical thinking may not be musically gifted and would do poorly in a society that placed emphasis on instrumentation, singing, rapping, dancing, or any other such skills. Nichole Galicia, a black Latina actress who played Sheba in the film Django Unchained, has an extremely high IQ of 183.[footnoteRef:57] Her IQ score is 21 points higher than her director, Quentin Tarantino, who has an IQ of 160.[footnoteRef:58]  [55:  Ibid.]  [56:  Ibid.]  [57:  “From Panamá to the Old West by Way of New York: Nichole Galicia.” Se Fija!, 29 Dec. 2012, www.sefijaonline.com/from-panama-to-the-old-west-by-way-of-new-york-nichole-galicia/. ]  [58:  CBS News. “Stars with High IQs.” CBS News, CBS Interactive, 19 Apr. 2011, www.cbsnews.com/pictures/stars-with-high-iqs/4/. ] 

Ultimately, science shows a profound truth, which is that all people originate from Africa: “After evolving in Africa 200,000 years ago, modern humans are thought to have crossed through Egypt into the Arabian peninsula some 60,000 years ago.”[footnoteRef:59] Despite this common origin, alt-rights groups try to argue that having Neanderthal DNA separates them from black people. However, since African Americans and Latino Americans have some European DNA on average, these groups also have Neanderthal DNA. Also, having Neanderthal DNA does not indicate a superiority over another group.[footnoteRef:60] An African with no Neanderthal DNA still shares over 99.9% of the same DNA as any white person.[footnoteRef:61] Henry Louis Gates notes to Trevor Noah, born to an African mother and a European father, that his parents shared nearly 100% of the same genome.[footnoteRef:62] Tragically, as author Vivian Chou notes, “Despite the scientific consensus that humanity is more alike than unlike, the long history of racism is a somber reminder that throughout human history, a mere 0.1% of variation has been sufficient justification for committing all manner of discrimination and atrocities.”[footnoteRef:63] Even before Africans, Europeans, Native Americans, or Asians ever met, there was significant strife in regards to individual ethnic groups. At one point in American history, Italians were not considered ethnically white and were regularly discriminated against by other white ethnic groups.[footnoteRef:64] For hundreds of the years, the Irish were discriminated against by the English. Despite both groups having a common origin, sharing ancestry and DNA from each other and nearby countries,[footnoteRef:65] and being closely related (more perhaps than many would like to admit), the English spent centuries waging warfare against and eventually conquering the northern part of Ireland, which was most of Ulster. Many “planters” from Northern England and Lowland Scotland invaded Ireland and took over the land from the original Irish Catholic.[footnoteRef:66][footnoteRef:67] After staying there between one hundred to two hundred years and identifying as Irish, these people settled in America (some came in the 1600s, but most arrived in the colonial era during the 1700s and early 1800s).[footnoteRef:68] Although they traced their origin to Scotland and England, these groups of Protestants primarily considered themselves ethnically Irish. They have largely been labeled Scots-Irish or Scotch-Irish, but the Scots-Irish comprise most of the Irish American people today.[footnoteRef:69] The Irish Catholics are in the minority of self-reported Irish Americans. English Americans and Scots-Irish or Irish Protestant Americans also constitute the main European ancestry of African Americans, as they were largely slave owners, overseers, or simply white men who regularly interacted with black Americans at the time. As the study corroborates, African Americans largely trace their ancestry to Great Britain[footnoteRef:70], and to the Irish Protestants and English Americans of the colonial era. [59:  Rincon, Paul. “DNA Hints at Earlier Human Exodus from Africa.” BBC News, BBC, 22 Sept. 2016, www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-37408014. ]  [60:  Chou, Vivian, and Daniel Utter. “How Science and Genetics Are Reshaping the Race Debate of the 21st Century.” Science in the News, Science in the News, 17 Apr. 2017,  http://sitn.hms.harvard.edu/flash/2017/science-genetics-reshaping-race-debate-21st-century/ .]  [61:  “Genetics vs. Genomics Fact Sheet.” Genome.gov, 7 Sept. 2018, www.genome.gov/about-genomics/fact-sheets/Genetics-vs-Genomics.]  [62:  Noah, Trevor. “Henry Louis Gates, Jr. - Discovering What Unites Everyone on ‘Finding Your Roots’ - Extended Interview - The Daily Show with Trevor Noah (Video Clip).” Comedy Central, The Daily Show, 30 Nov. 2017,  http://www.cc.com/video-clips/wa4si6/the-daily-show-with-trevor-noah-henry-louis-gates--jr----discovering-what-unites-everyone-on--finding-your-roots----extended-interview ]  [63:  Chou, Vivian, and Daniel Utter. “How Science and Genetics Are Reshaping the Race Debate of the 21st Century.” Science in the News, Science in the News, 17 Apr. 2017,  http://sitn.hms.harvard.edu/flash/2017/science-genetics-reshaping-race-debate-21st-century/ .]  [64:  Staples, Brent. “How Italians Became 'White'.” The New York Times, The New York Times, 12 Oct. 2019, www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/10/12/opinion/columbus-day-italian-american-racism.html.]  [65:  Argent, Brad. “DNA of the Nation Revealed...and We're Not as 'British' as We Think.” DNA of the Nation Revealed...and We're Not as 'British' as We Think | Ancestry Corporate, Ancestry.com, www.ancestry.com/corporate/international/press-releases/DNA-of-the-nation-revealedand-were-not-as-British-as-we-think. ]  [66:  Donahue, Michelle Z. “Irish Ancestry Surprises Revealed by New DNA Map.” Api.nationalgeographic.com, National Geographic, 14 Dec. 2017, www.api.nationalgeographic.com/distribution/public/amp/news/2017/12/irish-ancestry-dna-map-ireland-vikings-genetics-science ]  [67:   Edwards, David, and John McCavitt. “History - Wars and Conflicts - Plantation of Ulster - Engish and Scottish Planters - Plans and Implementation.” BBC.co.uk, BBC, 18 Sept. 2014, www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/plantation/planters/es03.shtml. ]  [68: Webb, James. Born Fighting: How the Scots-Irish Shaped America. Mainstream Digital, 2011. p 16.]  [69:  Ibid. p 15.]  [70:  Montinaro, Francesco et al. “Unraveling the hidden ancestry of American admixed populations.” nature communications   6, article 6596, 2015. Nature, https://www.nature.com/articles/ncomms7596 ] 

Race in America has been created because of racism; racism is a power structure invented by white supremacists to create a class system based on perceived differences. Ultimately, race is an inaccurate representation of one’s true ancestry, DNA, and genetics. Race also differs depending on time and location. For example, a person who would have identified as “Mulatto” or mixed in New Orleans in the 1800s may now identify as “black” in the present day. Since most African Americans and Latino Americans share some of the same European ancestry as white Americans, the history of discrimination and injustice is tragic because it shows that the differences that people appear to have often outweighs the overwhelming similarities. Race is not biologically or genetically real, but it is real in the sense that it is a weapon. It has been used as a weapon to make fathers deny sons, to justify lynching, dehumanization, and rape. White slave owners, overseers, and the sons of slave owners made regulations which kept black people from the whitening process that many blacks used to their advantage in Latin America. In the U.S., a black person inherited the status of her or his mother. This law enabled slave masters to continue to sexually assault black women, while also holding the security that their illegitimate “mulatto” children would remain black.[footnoteRef:71] Despite genetics proving that there are no inherent differences in intelligence or physicality, we live in a world divided over a revisionist history in which physical features and skin color has always trumped the humanity, the commonality, and the genetics that we truly have in common. However, just as white supremacists have used lies to divide America, all people who believe in the truth (be they white, black, Latino, Asian, Native American or identify as anything else) must fight white supremacy, fascism, and racism with science, history, and most importantly of all, humanity. [71: https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/1i3000.html. Peter Wood, Professor of History, Duke University.  PBS.org. ] 


				
